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THE HOUSE OF MYSTERY.

CHAPTER

Soaoetbtac ta ta aatare of oos- -

fereooe ws prftwedtap ta QowO
ady. Tbe profsor tare. Mat-

ed ta tbe asott coat9artao
wttaoat relHb eae of

bis bott"s bc dears, watcbiap wltb
secToai tb dotwd door.
Laara aad Ltaora were rtd at tao
UbK drMd for tb stxvot Tbcy

'bad tbe at of KJag prepared for
fMse exearstaa. OaeK. reaUsaac tbe

2so1 lessor's bicbiy straap U. bad
Wt :i aJooe for fw atoaaaats
aad Kadylac aomp of New Yort
Tbe tatter, bowerer. was too 19 at
e&se to lep Oeat for bate:

"Oar frhsad Freaea.-- be neaurbed.
--rare yoa ria. I sappo. as to tbe
dtrecctoa te waleb bts tarosUsatloaa
are leadlap bbaT

Qwest gt&aced ap tbe sap.
"Xoa at all. 1 )aw, bowrer. tbat

tbe boase whteh Leaora bore was
oaa&aed Is betat; watobed closely."

Tbe jtrofeKor nuwed across to-

ward tbe table beior waiob Loaora
seated.

It wsoas seraaco," be ooatlaaed.
"tbat tbe yoaas Vady saoald bane
little to teU as about br tacarcera-tloa.- "

JUaara sblrered for aoaeo.
"Wbot coaM tbere be to toll." sbe

abed. "except tbat It was all horrible,
aad that I feat lilacs foh daaors
wbleb 1 coaMa't oescrfbe."

Tbe professor ave Teat to aa isa--

patleBt litU errtsmathm.
"I am act spaattas for fadf," be

jrflsd. "Too bd load broasfat to
yom, fcaettJK. Ooald 700 aerer

the band waleb ptaoed it iiuMe
yoar rooai O00M yea boar aothtac
of the footstep of tb persoa who
broasht It? Ooald yoa sot erea sar--

! aafe whothor It were aaa

Leaora aawred bia Wtti
omt eflort. She had barely, yet.
ioeorfeBod tb shock of those
atrfal hoars.

"The pacaoa who broe-gh-t me tbe
food." ah said. "caaM at ateht oeT-t- r

iha davtiae. I srrer beard any- -

thhar The most I nrr saw once j

I bappemed to be tooktag toward
ibe door aad I aw a of bands
aotalag more netting dowa a tray I
smriekod aad eaUed oat. I tfctak U.f

almost fainted. When fonnd cr
&a to look, tber cctb)s
there bat tbe tray npoa tb Aoor

Tb fifbed he tzrr--

asray.
n at eiian. aa afrall" he 1 I

"that Mac Lenc-r- a erldesc- - w-- tt
ao oa. Ax an exrert ia tbes "s.s
Mr. Qaeat, do-- s aot oi tz.
that bar taipr.sorreat was rst a
Uo parpoaeloac There seemt to ti-bea- a

ao attaatpt to barm her In
way."

took mt rKK
tng bar." Qoeat pceatei t pr.-r'- r

--da It for parpoc Ttar .'Ik
sfoaM pfobabtr bar been &.t-ope- d

ta of time. Hcsettr
lopk at it. Mr. Asbleigb. the was
oaty oa aiaa who mast have
sarWmir to ret her oat of Ub way. and
tawt ma was Craig Bor oaas ovr
frtoad rreaea. have aa Idea that he
bas rwtMag to ten ax"

They &se& expeetaaily towards
tbe door u Freaeb eatcrod. The

who wa looklag totj saraoe
txad weO brashfed. wiohed them geo-or- al

good aoralag. Has eyes Tttz&
tad Joagert epoa Laara, who

bowever. soobscmu f bU
preseacft- -

then, Quest

that chair and let tis have year sews.
As yon tee. we bare obeyed orders.
We are all ready to follow yoa ."

"It won't be to the end ot the
anyway," the inspector remarked, as
he fcU cigar. going to pro-
pose little down Gayion
svenne

"Back to that bonteT" Leaora
claimed wlli

The nodded.
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brenbt Leaora away,
waat search

plaoe become
tiaat
"What aboat

borneer Qoesl asked,

"New.

wtrld.

way."

Loaora

realty

nodded whWl
which

dowa-orIJ- J:

stairs, called They trooped

glorrs- - what appeared
liagered ardtaarv aaaet.

agate." "the
aveaae which

Menee stmtatedr
aveaaa," re-

plied.
aelgbborbood."

repeated address
himself softly. taomeat

stood catie nsaaaer showed
jdgas aaxiety.

trytag reaaeatbtr
neae," Anally,

moved towards door, "sag-rest- s

cosies--?

gotetg boose

yeans tsdtet will-lag?- "

added, glaadng Laara.
"We've waiting

sanoaneed.

fCrt1

Whole Staircase Besn
evolve.

reNed "You've stretched
iBlnsi-- s

retaraed insoector
cigar, make yourself cl,erB

stairs Laura's
btlp conSded,

lowering Utile.
toste

couldn't quite You're looking
coming. Lacra."

"Say, guying!" re-
plied.

That you."
Laura
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etUnJ:
ealUlacry""

Ijeoora turned JottVH
Niik &stohlh
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that,"
mattered,
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iwark pore-claUo- a.

Vaev leofctnt
doailctte father aad

aotber, who both dead,
reaaested boss areat sead

This, ants'
Quest flaaced aroaad plaee.

said, "that profes- -

tars statemeat reaoves
oat iraigs are It aad stood

a perplexed. He said aothtag. ,, -,- --

closely

pT?T?r- - I reelTed certain l&foraa- -
"X ndr tbs clrcaastaac , p ro, ., j,aTe

tespector ooatlaaed. 1 bav bad the j M , aea ,n
1 --- , rtdBlty

scarce k syseoaaaucauy- - is
that ,....,.

crfcataalft."
owaersbln

seemed

tbtab."

caa that packing He bfr
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uansplr to Of v u,. y to
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work oae of size, poor re-
pair, aad sbowlag signs of great neg-
lect. rooms were barely

aad their carsory search
revealed no traces of
There was still tbe broken skylight

lasooctor approvlagly. j ,a occo.
"I am aaaklag a few laoairms j pi bed she bad

that direedoa,-- "I f French.pet have report very j jaj t, tapping the walls
" - 1 t&ers.

stood drawing the ball. Tbe laspectar
Tbe vago look of troable uo4iag before to

la bis fact.
begged,

in this j

a
It's

Tbe professor

sflL
growtas

to to sojaethte
admitted

I
laspeetorT"

tber sow,
that tbe

here wltb

!

Suddenly
to fl

promptly.

maneuvered to
comfortable p,, jq dercendod

""Hadsoae
Information la I

Inspector
to

exclaimed to

tnpcctor
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irofeor
k

xtlaaMtSaa.

"Iftfctor

foate sabstaatfal
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fi t j of t

of

of
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se danceroas."socaethtog

in

first
habitation.

aaaoaaced. craxspled.
soaiotblac

professor on

persisted.

"Look here," be said, glancing
of corner of to be
that Laara there, me show
yoa what I have Jast discovered."

He felt wltb thaab for a spring.
Ia a moment or tw a portion of tbe
wait, about ia extent slowly
revolved dlselostBg a small cant-eo-

n ntted with a telephone

' tb exaalalng staircase.
It. , little

I pled h-v- a eoacealed
board What do think of that?"

- professor bead.
ask me," he groaned.

French took receiver frosa Its
called ap exchange.

Inspector Fresco vpeaktex.
hats oa tbe test halt boar. Laara "Ktadty teB ae what Is

sscse. iir.

greetiug. --tate rhe

it."
his

you

seems suit
lacghed her

Le- -

tc

,...

iwirs

that

aod

doftr

atoderate

The fur-
nished

oat
tbe bts eye sare

was "let

bis

two foot

bad cep- -
yoa

Tbe his

the
rest and

for
Mb number of the teleehoae froa

i ,

J aa aad who Is the
subscriber r"

He to tbe reply aad asked
another qses-Uoa- .

"Caa you tU ae when tats lastra-aon- t
was las, ased? . . . "WnoaT

. . . Thank yoa!"
The baag up the receiver.
"Tbe subscriber's same." be told

them dr?:y. 'is Brown. The anmber
1s not entered te the book, by ut

The telephone was meed aa
boor ir- - a esD office aad coa- -

sectvn as ectahushel. That Is to i
say. hat someone srcke from this
telepb' ". .

"T?. r cur mea liav malatabaed
their properly that someone."
Quest said slowly, be tn the
boa tbe present moment."

"tv :tcv3t doubt,' the iaspeetor
agreed

1 ata jrMsg to search tb front
room cs y trst floor hefor we do

, anrt r .- said Quest. "I think
thet 3-

-a nt btr I may b able
sbiia- - y; j i.n:b5jig directly."

Quest ascended tbe stairs aad ea-- .
tered a wbolly aafarnlshsd room On
tbe 'eft-haa- side He looked for
alsut coatempistlvety at a large bat
rather shallow rapboard, tb door of
which stood open, aad tapped lightly
with bis forateger spoa tbe back part
of it. Tbea he withdrew a few feet
and. drawing oat bis

fired lato tbe floor, a few
Inches Inside. There was a batt--.
stifled cry. The false back saddealy
swung open ana a aaa raised out.
Quest's revolver hira, bat
there was no its
Craig, smothered with dust, his face

a piece of marble, even hli
Jaw shaking with fear, was wholly
unarmed. He seemed, in fact, Inea
able of form of reals lance.

"Walk out of the room." Qaest or-
dered, "la front of me ol Now
torn to the right and go down thd
stairs."

They ell gave a little cry as they
saw him appear, a pitiful
creature, around like a
trapped animal He commenced to
descend the stairs, holding tightly
to the Quest remained on
the landing a!krre, bis revolver la his

band French tn th bU b
low, also anacd. Laura firtpixfd L

aora'a ami In cxdteraenL
j They've Rt him now! she --

cUlmM. --Got him. ri!"
On tbq fourth or fltth lalr Cralr

He ddenr 8w Ihf P"
fwsor t.tadtne bokixr. Ha jrrMpi
tlw baltra with me haRdj Tb
ohor be Cr out In a threatwlas
ttorv.

YHve itivon we avay to lho
he cried "J-o- for

whew t hare tntted and Wurd, whom-- I

baxe felteired aM over tbe wrW.
VrtM kin Mlrtal tnltliniUr With

wy'feoijr
Usi drop of bleed In my vofwi! vou
bare broogbt tbe bore traelred aof
)owa! Yon?"

The profer tbook bis bead

Cralp," he M. "ywx have been
the bott servant bmr over bod. IT
vtso hre iMwecat of Uiom trim you'
eaa oiar yonrsf. If yo arc pWtr.
a 4tfss doaUi mmm too food tor
JOB."

Oats 4ea4 to mwjr tor a noaieat
oton bis feou Ooly Looora, from tfee-ba-

m that he was attire; bis rlpht
tSot lata what tod to be a leatb
er loop baastag troai too baatetorft.

lhapector brK&
befbrf aad rmaoa--1

aasst, wat 54pood
te raa.br wiKrt

in mikA.rtec '". ",:- - "?"M. ? baattrs. dlsoppoared. Ia aniaont
ik-

aiA4iw.i

easy-obsl- r.

rooBF

pair

ejaoagh was

Inspector

althoach

aayihiar

,

upon

inspector

"Couldn't

fefcgganl.

parebased."

tb

speakteg

"nit

reroJrer,

glancing

banisters.

hcltatcd.

or two there was a fresh click.
other set V stairs IdeoOoal to

Aa--

first, bad taken their place.
"The cellar!" Qoes. shotted, as ho

rushed dowa the stairs. "Qolck!"
j They wrenched open tbe wooden.

door aad harried down the dark steps.
I tato gtooay, unlit collar. The

place was with packing cases
and two large wine-- barrels stood In.'

the comer.

left the

aad

aRy

use.

any

tho

the

At the farther end was to gaiit. Quest rashed for

Tb

Tb

A xaonent however, h&
Jo and pressed his re-

volver Into her
"Stand there," he ordered. "Shoot

bin if h tries to ran oat. Fll
ossare a jj alght

entered It daring....

it

fleBt

is
"Dotst

search

covered

white

paard later,
called Laara

band.

search

Tbe professor, oat of breath, was
leasts g agalast oae of the pillars,
his arm passed aroaad for support.
Leaora. with Quest and French.,
searched hastily aao&gs t the

Ssddealr there was a load
crack, the sonad of falling masonry.
followed by a scroara from Laura.
French, with a roar of anger, rushed
toward her. She was lying on her
side, already half covered by

and masonry. He dragged her
away. Jast In time.

"My God. she's fainted!" he

"I haven't." Lanra faltered, trying-t-o

open her eyes, "and Ta not golng-to- .

bat I think ay ana's broken, and.
ray side hurts."

"Tbe fellow's not down here, any-
way." Qaest declared. "Let's help her
upstairs and get hcr" on? of this
devfTs hoBse."

They supported her np the steps-an-

found a chair for her In tbe halL
The inspector swnng open the tele-

phone clipboard and called for an an-bataa- ce.

Then Quest, who had been
A telepboa." Inspector re-- the

marked, pointing to "lu aa asoora- - gave a

shook

Sntp-f-to-r

froa

at
a

if

a

delib-
erately

necelty-fo- r

as

trembling,

MoodK,- -

fr-rowtm-Mj

crowded

Munuuiiniianmwam

It

packing-cases- .

falling-brick- s

exclamation.

i1

suddenly

"He's done us!" he cried. "Look-here- .

French, this is tbe original stair-
case. There's the leather loop. I
know It beoaase there was a crack on
tbe fourth stair. When we rushed1
dewa the cellar after bia. he swung

be J the thing roend again .aad simply;
walked, out of tbe frost door. Damn,
It, aaa. It's open!"

They harried oatstde. Franca blew
his whlstla. One of tbe plala-clqthe- s

aea earne running ap from the aveJ
aae. lie was looking a little sheep-
ish.

"What's wrong?" French daaaad-e- d.

"He's Boae off," was tha nswUHns
reply. "I gaees that chap's given us)
the sMn," x ,

"Speak ap." Fraach insisted.
"Tb aaly place." tU aaa west oaj

"we badat oar eyes ghted on wac,
the front door. He aast have, com
oat through that. There's been a1
aotortxack with oa or two Qer-leekt- as

chaps la It at the corner of
tbe avenue there for the test ton mini
ates. I'd test made up ay mind to'
strott round and see what it was apj
to whea Jim. who was oa the then
side, sboated oat. A asa tamped up

'1st it aad they made o& at see."
The iaspeetor's rabicaad ooeaJe-naa- oe

was white with fury. His bead!
kept taratnc la the dlreottoa of Lanra,
to whom tbe professor was busy rest--,

derfag ant aid.
"if I never take &acbr job on &sj

long as I live." he declared. "I'M have
that fellow before I'm through!"

CHAPTER XVir.

Tbe professor roused himself from
what had apparently beee a Teryl
gloomy reverie.

"Well." be announced, "I most go,
home. It has b.ea very kind of you,
Mr. Quest, to keep me here for eo
long."

Quest glanced at the clock.
"Dont hurry, Mr. Ashlelgh." he!

said. "We may get some news at any
moment. French has a dozen men
out on the search and he has prom-- j

Ued to ring me up Immediately ho
bears anything."

The professor sighed.
"A man.' he declared, "who fort

twenty years can deceive his master
as utterly and completely as Craig;
has done me, who Is capable of such!
diabolical outrages, and who, when'
capture stares him in tbe face. Is'
capable of an escape such as he made
ffwtai-- . 4a nntsMa tY-- law if vimK.

jjtbllitr. Personallr. I do aot bellejej

't

"


